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Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. My organization welcomes the focus of this year's WGIP on 
the issue of militarization of indigenous lands. 

Okinawa (The Ryükyüs) is a small island chain that today is considered part of the Japanese 
state. Until 1879, however, it was the independent Kingdom of the Ryükyüs. Japan sent its 
military troops to forcibly annex the Ryükyü Kingdom in the 1870s. Because my people's 
deep-rooted sense of loyalty toward the deposed kingdom was an obstacle to creating loyal 
subjects of the Japanese emperor, the Japanese government banned the Ryükyü language, 
traditions, customs, and spiritual beliefs as part of its strict colonial and assimilation policies. 

The final land battle between Japan and US-led Allies at the end of World War Two not only 
led to the loss of 200, 000 Okinawans lives, but also the destruction of cultural treasures, 
livelihoods, community buildings, countless homes and the environment. The defeated 
Japanese government then traded the Ryükyü Islands to the United States in exchange for its 
own independence under the 1952 San Francisco Peace Treaty. 

Okinawans were forced to live under US rule for 27 years. A local Ryükyü Government was 
established under the US occupation, but the United States continued to use military force 
with impunity to confiscate land to create a massive network of military bases around the 
islands. The Ryükyü Government was also unable to bring to justice those US military 
personnel who committed rape, assault, murder and other crimes against Okinawans. 

Our voices were further ignored when the islands were reincorporated into the Japanese state 
in 1972. Okinawans expected a large-scale reduction of US military forces and the return of 
our land when the US occupation ended, but we were utterly betrayed. Not only did US 
military bases remain in Okinawa under the umbrella of the US-Japan Security Treaty and 
Status of Forces Agreement, but they in fact increased because the two governments also 
agreed that several US bases in Japan would be relocated to Okinawa. 

Today, fully 75% of all US military installations in Japan are concentrated in Okinawa, even 
though the islands constitutes less than one-half of one percent (0.6%) of Japan's total land 
mass. 50,000 American forces and their dependents maintain 37 installations on the main 
island of Okinawa alone. These facilities occupy 20% of Okinawa Island. But it is not just 
our land that is used for military purposes. The US military also controls 29 sea zones and 20 
separate air spaces around Okinawa. 

Although the US government has recently publicized its plan to reduce troop levels on 
Okinawa by 9000, what the US and Japanese governments have not been broadcasting is that 
the US military plans to build several new installations in Okinawa, including a massive air 



base and naval pier in our pristine coastal waters, and 8 large training helipads in the jungle 
forest. Make no mistake; the US military is not reducing its footprint on our territory; it is 
modernizing and strengthening its presence. What is more, the 9000 troops are not being sent 
home, they are being imposed on our indigenous brothers and sisters of Guam. 

In May of this year, UN Special Rapporteur Doudou Diene came to Okinawa to observe the 
situation. At that time, Mr. Diene observed, "The number of US military bases positioned in 
Okinawa is astonishing. With the history of Japanese colonialism and assimilation policies, 
their existence is clear discrimination." 

For more than 60 years, the vast majority of Okinawans whose land was stolen by the US 
military are still unable to access the land where they were bom and where their ancestors' 
graves remain. The few who are able to gain some access to grave sites are severely restricted. 

The Japanese government ignores landowners' demands for the return of their land and instead 
seeks consent by increasing its lease payments for the land used by the US military. It also 
gives huge sums of money to those cities and towns adjacent to US bases. Despite this kind of 
pressure, however, Okinawans continue our struggle to end the human rights abuses that go 
hand-in-hand with US military presence. We struggle for something much more valuable than 
money. We struggle to protect our spirit. We struggle to create a peaceful island without 
military bases—so that battles like the one that took so many lives on Okinawa will cease. 

We demand that our right to self-determination be recognized. 

The Association of Indigenous Peoples in the Ryükyüs demands that the Japanese government 
end its support of the US military occupation of our land, sea and air. We demand that the 
United States government return our lands immediately and leave Okinawa once and for all. 
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